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Thilisi State Medical University -

Congratulates you on the occasion of the start
of the new academic year!

Dear Students, Colleagues!

Administration of Tbilisi State
Medical University, academic and rep-
resentative councils and all academic
personnel congratulates you on the oc-
casion of the start of the new academic
year!

As it is known a new academic year
takes on great significance, met with
sublime glorious, especially for first
year students and that’s why I would
like to extend a special welcome to
them and wish great success on their
way leading to the professional devel-
opment and bright future that your Al-
ma-Mater - to be proud of you. Thanks
for choosing our University.

Here, relying on the richest tradi-
tions and strong foundation you will
get you’ll get the knowledge that will
guarantee your success in the profes-
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sional activities and progress in your
future career.

This is beginning of a new life,
and that’s why I want to extend a spe-
cial welcome on behalf of Thbilisi State
Medical University wishing success in
your future arena.

1 congratulate the University aca-
demic staff on the start of new academic
year, the daily work and devotion of
whom always served as a strong founda-
tion for high rating of the University and
its constant progress and I am confident
they will continue favorite job — educa-
tion of future staff, development of med-
ical thinking and sciences, patient care
and successful clinical activities - with
usual commitment and sense of respon-
sibility.

1 congratulate our international stu-
dents on the start of the new academic year.

-
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An important dynamics we observe
— during the last 8 years a number of
international students at Tbilisi State
Medical University increased ten times
as much, geographic area of our stu-
dents expanded - nowadays, the citizens
of more than 60 countries worldwide
are studying at TSMU. I am confident
and do hope that they will enjoy respon-
sive attitude and high quality teaching
at Thilisi State Medical University.

I congratulate our partners, strong
supporters and numerous alumni con-
tributing to the progress and develop-
ment of Thilisi State Medical Universi-
ty on the occasion of the start of the new
academic year and should emphasize
that the success of our university might
be considered as their success as well.

Together we can manage to stren-
gthen traditions of the university to
educate the competitive, highly quali-
fied doctors, nurses, pharmacists, and
health care organizers; to protect civil,
professional and moral principles, to
maintain the high reputation of doctors
and teachers to serve people’s health
and country in general. I am sure that
intellect, hard work and especially, love
towards our university and profession
will help us to overcome all the chal-
lenges step-by-step.

Students, academic staff and the
administration of Tbilisi State Medical
University will do their best for future
victories of our native University and
progress of our country in general.

Professor
ZURAB VADACHKORIA
Rector

TSMU gives you a chance
to improve your professional

skills in the clinics of Thilisi
State Medical University and
partner clinics. You choose
the profession, choose the
way, choose the quality!

WELCOME AND
CONGRATULATE!

Welcome and congratulate the stu-
dents and especially their families who
supported and helped these students
for so many years in obtaining their
goal of entering Tbilisi State Medical
University. Today you have entered in
a new phase of your life with a dre-
am for the future and we are proud to
have you here at the place where big
ideas and small details come together.
University is preparing lifelong lear-
ners who will lead the way in global
researches, science and education.

Thilisi State Medical University
is a progressive institutionfocused on
student achievement and success.
“Student’s life” is one of the most exci-
ting adventures of life. You understand
more of yourself and about your ca-
pabilities. This life gives you freedom
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as you are at your own from now on-
wards. Study Is going to be more diffi-
cult. Your responsibility and workload
would also increase, but you have to be
strong. Besides being full of hard work
it also contains much of entertainment.
You would be having a great faculty
and professors. This is your time now;
you are going to take decision of yo-
ur future career. Decide your path and
work hard to achieve the destiny. Rise
above all and make history.

Thilisi State Medical University
transforms your dream into reality.

Assoc. Prof.

DAVID TOPHURIA,
Head of Department

of International Students
Education

welcome to Medical Faculty

Dear Students,

Welcome to the Medical Faculty of
Thilisi State Medical University.

Our Medical school is the most out-
standing educational centre not only in
Georgia but in whole Caucasus region. It
is a place of learning and education. Our
primary mission is to train competent
and fully-rounded physicians and medi-
cal researchers who will devote themsel-
ves to seeking the truth.

Studying at university is a real con-
trast to being a learner at school and one
of the real challenges is organizing your
work and activities. University is a very
different environment to school, with
unique opportunities and challenges.
You can no longer rely on your parents
and instead you must sort things for yo-
urself. Prepare to be independent. The
majority of your learning is done outsi-
de the classroom, and you’re expected to
locate information by yourself.

Medical students represent an ext-
remely limited selection of people your
age and they will tend to be both very
capable and hard working. Studying
medicine is very much a marathon, not
a sprint. It is a 6 year course. Being a
medical student puts you in a very pri-
vileged position, among the very top stu-
dents across the country.

As a dean of the faculty, I am pro-
ud of what we have to offer. You have
joined our community at a time when
higher education is undergoing rapid

and dramatic transformation. We live
in an era when knowledge is growing
in importance in addressing the world’s
most pressing problems. We live in an
era when human genome discoveries
reach the bedside, minimally invasive
and robotic techniques revolutionize
surgery. We can soon realize the pro-
mise of new stem cell therapies.

We see health care challenges ahe-
ad that will require far more creative,
inter-disciplinary problem solving from
physicians than ever before. To do the
most good for the most people, physici-
ans of the future will need the confidence
and competence to fill multiple deman-
ding roles.

Our students enjoy an atmosphere
of collegiality with each other and with
our highly qualified faculty and adminis-
trators, who provide a superb education
as well as personal support. Faculty of
Medicine of Thilisi State Medical Uni-
versity is a great place to get an educati-
on in medicine and you are here because
you deserve to be and because you can
bring something new and exciting to this
diverse learning community.

‘We hope you’ll join us in improving
healthcare for the 21st century.

So again welcome to Medical Fac-
ulty of the Thbilisi State Medical Univer-
sity.

Professor
TINATIN CHIKOVANI,
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
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The achievements of Tbilisi State
Medical University (TSMU) in the field
of International relations are of great
significance. English-instructed medical
educational programs, offered by Tbi-
lisi State Medical University have more
than 20 years of history. Nowadays, more
than 2300 students from 63 countries
worldwide (India, Sri Lanka, Turkey,
EU countries, the US, Canada, Israel,
Germany, Nigeria, Iraq, Australia, Fiji,
Central America, and etc.) are studying
at TSMU. TSMU Faculty of Medicine
offers professional medical education in
English for international students since
1996; Faculty of Physical Medicine and

Rehabilitation — since 2008, but the Fac-
ulty of Pharmacy - 2013, respectively.
Since 2012 Russian-instructed MD pro-
grams for international students were
launched at the Faculties of Medicine
and Dentistry.

In 2012, Joint International Bach-
elor’s Program in “Public Health and
Management” with UniMan Academy of
Management and Performance (France)
was introduced by the TSMU Faculty
of Public Health. Upon completion of
the program a dual diploma - Georgian
and French will be issued that gives the
alumni more opportunities for employ-
ment in the labor market and to proceed

with continuous medical education that
makes the program attractive.

Since 2015, due to the efforts made
by Thbilisi State Medical University and
UniMan “Academy of International
Management and Performance” (France)
joint International Master’s Program in
“Public Health Management and Health
Policy” was developed and launched at
TSMU Faculty of Public Health. In 2013
the “US MD Program”, a joint project
which has been developed and imple-
mented with the cooperation of the Tbili-
si State Medical University (TSMU) and
Emory University (Atlanta, U.S.) School
of Medicine (ESOM) was established.

In 2015, according to the agreement
signed between Tyrol hospitals Union -
the Western Education Centre (AZW),
Georgian-Austrian Bachelor of Nursing
program allowing TSMU nurses to be
trained and gain international experience
in the Clinics of Austria.

TSMU is a full member of the fol-
lowing authoritative international organi-
zations and associations: Association for
Medical Education in Europe (AMEE),
European University Association (EUA),
International Association of University
Presidents (IAUP), European Medical

Students” Association (EMSA), Eura-
sian Silk Road Universities Consortium
(ESRUC) and etc. TSMU has a close
collaboration with World health Organi-
zation (WHO) and World Federation for
Medical Education (WFME) and etc.

At present, TSMU is the partner of
more than 120 universities and Universi-
ty Clinics from 40 countries worldwide;
collaboration with them is regulated on
the basis of bilateral agreements and / or
joint international projects (ERASMUS
+, MEVLANA, HORIZON 2020).

Within the frames of the programs,
every year more than 300 students, aca-
demic and administrative staff of TSMU
participates in short- or long-term mobility
programs at undergraduate, master and doc-
toral levels mobility (one semester or more)..

Thilisi State Medical University is
on the list of the international directories
of WHO and IMED, which allows the
graduates to be employed in any country
after passing the licensing exam / screen-
ing test (USMLE, PLAB, YOK, etc.).

In 2016, 190 students and gradu-
ates of TSMU applied to the appropriate
regulatory body for passing the United
States Medical Licensing Examination
(USMLE).
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Since 2012 TSMU runs the program
launched by the Ministry of Education
and Science of Georgia that considers in-
vitation of leading Professors of US, EU
countries, Great Britain, Turkey and Is-
rael. In 2012-2017, within the frames of
the project about 400 foreign Professors
delivered thematic lectures in different
fields of basic and clinical medicine and
provided medical activity of different
types, consultations and more than 150
charity operations were performed.

The success of Tbilisi State Medical
University, largely determines its inter-
national and global image. That’s why
more and more young people became
interested in studying at our University.

An interesting and dynamic educa-
tional programs, qualified staff, effective
management, education and high inter-
nationalization standard of education
and activities, modern scientific-research
infrastructure - all these conditions are
defining increasing success of Thbilisi
State Medical University on the interna-
tional arena.

MD, Ph Davit Delibashvili,
Head of the Department
of International Affiars

All my best wishes for your success

American MD Program at TSMU was

one of the best decisions | have made

It is my great pleasure to welcome first-year
students and congratulate you on the beginning of
a new, special stage in your life. You have chosen a
dynamic and challenging health profession dedica-
ted to improving and maintaining physical mobility,
independence, health and well-being.

Faculty of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitati-
on is the youngest and rapidly developing faculty
of the TSMU. Modern rehabilitative medicine is a
crucial component to effective health care, and like
many disciplines within health care, is often a cal-
ling for the strongest professionalism and perma-
nent knowledge update. You will study rehabilita-
tion principles and programs, rehabilitation system
and practices, current and developing rehabilitation
technologies. Academic staff is committed to pro-
viding an education program that is well-grounded

in the basic, social and clinical sciences in order to
produce competent and compassionate clinicians
who are skilled in the areas of critical thinking and
inquiry, clinical problem-solving, making eviden-
ce-based clinical decisions; helping you develop
the knowledge, skills and experience you need to
effectively solve the strongest health problems du-
ring your professional career.

You will obtain research skills and will be in-
volved into the students’ research projects.

You will learn and work as part of a team.
Health care, today, is more and more delivered by
teams of professionals from different disciplines
working in collaboration to provide the best and sa-
fest care possible. You will be prepared to function
competently and creatively as members of a multi-
disciplinary team of professionals in a dynamic he-
alth care environment.

TSMU administration constantly cares for equ-
ipment of clinical bases of the faculty according to
the current standards. You will study in different de-
partments of basic and clinical sciences, work in a
variety of clinical settings of the university and affi-
liated with the university.

From the spring semester along with the other
departments the Department of Physical Medicine
was moved to the new facility, IV building. Here all
conditions for perfect academic process, as well as
clinical and scientific activities are created. This is a
best environment for further development and new
achievements.

We expect you to grow not just in knowledge
but also in compassion and commitment during yo-
ur time here and to use these traits wisely in serving
your profession and society.

I offer you all my best wishes for your success.
Congratulations!

Professor LELA MASKHULIA
Dean of the Faculty of Physical Medicine
& Rehabilitation

Univensity Life

It has nearly been two years since | joined
American MD Program at Tbilisi State Medical
University. Looking back at it, it was one of the best
decisions I have made.

Finishing up with high school, I had still not de-
cided where I wanted to attend college. Then I came
across the ThilisiState Medical University website,
where [ first read about the USMD Program. Rea-
ding more about the program I became interested
and decided to contact the program. I was really sur-
prised at how quickly I received a response. After
receiving more information about the program I de-
cided to visit and actually meet some of the staff
members. Once again | was greeted by the extre-
mely professional staff who cleared any questions
I had remaining. Although I was very skeptical of
attending atuniversity which was so far from home,

Thilisi State Medical
University offers you
several ways:
the way to be

professional...
the way to be better
professional...
the way to be the
best professional...

the very comforting and responsive staff made it
much easier to make the decision to attend.

Arriving in Thbilisi for the beginning of the first
semester, | did not know what to expect. At first the
transition was quite difficult, but as time went on I
became acquainted with my classmates, and profes-
sors. First year went by very quickly, to my surprise
all our classes were not medicine related. We lear-
ned a lot about humanities including, world history,
world literature, philosophy etc. All these classes
made us better equipped in communicating with pa-
tients. Another very interesting class was Becoming
a Doctor(BAD). Not knowing much about medicine
or being a doctor, this class really showed us what
being a doctor truly means, that it is not just know-
ledge but also the importance of the patient.

After we were done with the first year, we we-
re given an amazing opportunity by the US MD
Program to visit Emory University in Atlanta,
Georgia. Over there we had the chance to spend so-
me time at Grady Memorial Hospital. It was the first
time that I got to see how the medical system works
in the United States and it was truly special. Seeing
the way the doctors worked together was very moti-
vating and inspired me to continuing working hard.
“Summer at Emory” organizers did a great job and
gave us a great opportunity to work in one of the
biggest hospitals in the USA. Experience like this is
not available to many medical students. Everything
we learned here was beneficial to succeeding as a
future doctor. Second year came sooner than expec-
ted and it was a big change compared to first year.

I am almost done with the second year and I can
say that I have gained a lot of valuable knowledge that
I will need in the future. This program so far has pre-
pared me very well to do great in the USMLE (United
States Medical Licensing Examination), and eventually
one day be a practicing physician in the United States".

SUKHVIR SINGH
Student of American MD Program
(Class 2021)Thilisi State Medical University
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Thilisi State Medical University has always been
a pioneer of innovation and success. American MD
Program, established in collaboration with Emory
University School of Medicine was launched in 2013-
2014 academic year under the department of medicine
at Thilisi State Medical University (TSMU).

Based on Emory University School of Medicine
Curriculum, entire education process of American
MD Program is conducted in English. Emory Uni-
versity professors along with their colleagues from
TSMU are actively involved in planning, implemen-
tation and quality management of the United States
medical education model in Georgia.

Drs. Kenneth Walker, Gordon Churchward,
Mary Jo Lechowicz, Douglas Ander, and many
others regularly visit TSMU and conduct lectures
and grand rounds for students and faculty of the
American MD Program, as well as work on faculty
development and program monitoring. Faculty and
administration of the program from the TSMU also
regularly visits Emory School of Medicine to ob-
serve methodology of American Medical Education
on site. Such collaboration and exchange of the pro-
fessors and personnel between two institutions makes
implementation and execution of new methodologies
smoother and more efficient.

As it is well known, American MD Program
provides students with the opportunity to prepare
and pass US Medical Licensing Examinations before
graduation. It also offers opportunities to participate
in clinical trainings at Emory in Atlanta, Georgia,
USA and qualify for the medical residency programs

in the United States of America. English language
curriculum and the structure along with strong clini-
cal practice, facilities and equips students with the
skills and knowledge to pass USMLE step 1, Step 2
CK and Step 2 CS before graduation.

First group of our students, have already taken
USMLE Step 1 during their fourth year and passed
it with flying success. This makes us, equally happy
and proud for their success.

Program provides various professional opportu-
nities, such workshops, clinical observerships, sum-
mer certificate programs at Emory University, etc.
Clinical Research externship and discovery phase op-
portunities with the world’s leading research centres,
such as Walter Reed Army Research Unit Georgia at
the Lugar Laboratory in Tbilisi is one of the exciting
highlights of the program.

Education Model of the American MD Program
includes complete integration of basic, preclinical
and clinical subjects. This type of education has
many benefits: basic knowledge is enriched with
clinical aspects and basic subjects are taught in com-
bination with clinical disciplines which eases clinical
correlation of different disciplines associated with
individual organ systems. Significant feature of inte-
grated curriculum is active demonstration of clinical
cases (patient, simulated patient or clinical history),
which helps students master clinical skills. The mod-
ern teaching methodologies of the program include
but are not limited to problem solving, evidence
based medicine, case presentation and participation
in various interdisciplinary team work activities.

Along with the foundation subjects of medi-
cine, significant accent is made on humanities,
such as social-cultural and medical anthropolo-
gy, history of civilization, history of art, philoso-
phy, psychology, world literature, etc. Such cur-
riculum enriches students’ general education and
assures successful communication skills with the
future patients, colleagues and society in general.

Course called ‘Becoming a Doctor" starts in the
beginning of the first semester and follows the cur-
riculum throughout 6 years. Aiming at development
of basic clinical and behavioural skills, such as bed-
side manners, history taking, clinical examination,
etc. 'Becoming a Doctor’ |Course prepares students
for medical profession.

The working group 'Curriculum Committee’,
which includes professors as well as students of the
American MD Program, is changed with identifica-
tion, discussion and solution of the strengths, chal-
lenges, and opportunities as well as students and
faculty affairs and is a firsthand gatekeeper for the
quality of the program.

Summer at Emory” and *Winter at Emory" - 4
week certificate program at Emory university is a
course specially designed for the students of the
American MD Program. The Course introduces par-
ticipants to US Medical education, Health care Sys-
tem and Medical services. Highlight of this program
is an opportunity to experience clinical activities at
the bedside of the patient with the peer students and
residents from Emory University School of Medi-
cine.

Every year 20-40 American MD students attend
*Summer at Emory" and *Winter at Emory" Programs
in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. Program was first intro-
duced in August 2013 and repeats every year since,
thus, became a tradition for the second year students.

It is our pleasure to open American MD Pro-
gram doors and welcome the new class of 2022.

Welcoming events for the incoming class are
always filled with joy and celebration. Traditional
event, marking students’ transition from high school
to medical society is highlighted with White Coat
Ceremony. During the ceremony Rector of the
Thilisi State Medical University, professor Zurab
Vadachkoria, His |[Excellency Ambassador of The
United States, other faculty and administrative per-
sonnel of TSMU, professors from Emory univer-
sity other distinguished guests will put white coats
on new students as a symbol of their entrance in to
Medical profession.

Welcome and congratulations on your ac-
ceptance to the American MD program of TSMU.
Only the highest professionalism, and best practice
is expected from the doctors and we are glad to see
the motivation and determination of each of you to
achieve the best in your profession.

We are thrilled that you will be joining our fam-
ily!

ARCHIL UNDILASHVILI,

MD MPH MBA MHA FACP

Head of US MD Program

Director of Educational Programs Emory
University School of Medicine
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